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Its time to renew your
registration
All Queensland registrations expire on
31 December 2020
If you wish to remain registered, you must submit a renewal
form and make payment by 31 January 2021
Renewals can be completed on the Veterinary Surgeons Board’s website.
Payment must be made with either a Visa or Mastercard – please make sure to choose the
appropriate card when completing your online payment.
If you require assistance with this process, please contact the Registry during business hours.
Receipts Once your online renewal is completed, you will receive an email from
noreply@industry.gov.au with a copy of your submission which will include your receipt. Please
keep this for tax purposes.
Please note: if you do not pay your renewal fees by 31 January 2021, your name will be removed
from the Register and you will be required to apply for restoration to the Register and pay a
penalty fee. Please make sure you let us know if you are choosing not to renew your registration.

REGISTRY
CHRISTMAS
CLOSURE PERIOD
The Department has a compulsory
closure over the Christmas/New Year
period - from 25 December 2020 up to
and including 1 January 2021. During
this time Registry staff will not be
available.

IN THIS
NEWSLETTER
Guidelines for determining
appropriate use of
cannabis preparations - 2
Guidelines published on
the Board's website - 3
VSB Election Results - 3

DECEMBER 2020

GUIDELINES FOR
DETERMINING
APPROPRIATE USE OF
CANNABIS PREPARATIONS

CURRENTLY, THERE ARE
NO PRODUCTS
CONTAINING

Cannabidoil (CBD) is one of the naturally occurring cannabinoids found
in cannabis plants.
The scheduling of medicines is governed by the Commonwealth, with
the Therapeutic Goods Administration being the responsible area for
the Poisons Standard. The definition of cannabidiol under Schedule 4 of
the Poisons Standard is:

Cannabidoil in preparations for therapeutic use where:
1. cannabidiol comprises 98 per cent or more of the total

CANNABIDIOL THAT ARE
REGISTERED OR
PERMITTED BY THE
AUSTRALIAN PESTICIDES
AND VETERINARY
MEDICINES AUTHORITY
(APVMA)

cannabinoid content of the preparation; and
2. any cannabinoids, other than cannabidiol, must be only those

naturally found in cannabis and comprise 2 per cent or less of
the total cannabinoid content of the preparation.
If a CBD product/oil meets the above criteria, then under the Health
(Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996, a veterinarian can prescribe it for
an animal they are treating. Determining the appropriate schedule of
medicinal cannabis preparations can be complex, so veterinarians must
confirm with their supplier that the product they intend to prescribe
does in fact meet the criteria for a schedule 4 product under the
Poisons Standard.
If the CBD oil does not meet the criteria for schedule 4, then it would be
considered a Schedule 9 prohibited substance, and veterinarians would
not be endorsed to prescribe it under the Health (Drugs and Poisons)
Regulation 1996.
Currently, there are no products containing cannabidiol that are registered or permitted by the
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). Consequently, all cannabidiol
products are unregistered veterinary chemicals if used on animals and the Agvet Code and Chemical
Usage (Agricultural and Veterinary) Control Act 1988 applies.
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Guidelines for determining appropriate use of cannabis preparations
cont'd
In Queensland, registered veterinary surgeons can use unregistered products within the following
limitations:
The animals must be under the care of the veterinarian. (it is an offence to supply or possess for
the purpose of supply, recommend or use unregistered products until the animal is considered to
be under the veterinarian’s care)
Must not use, or prescribe, supply or recommend an unregistered product to treat more than one
single animal of a species that is used for food or trading in fibre, bone or feathers.
Veterinarians may only supply other veterinarians in the same surgery/clinic and only if a
pharmacologically equivalent registered veterinary chemical product with instructions for use for
the particular animal species being treated is not reasonably available.
In Queensland, any possession of a schedule 4 medicine without a valid prescription is an offence, so if
clients are sourcing CBD oil from the internet they may be committing offences under the Health
(Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996.

OTHER GUIDELINES AVAILABLE ON THE
BOARD'S WEBSITE
Communication with Clients
Veterinary Records
Bona fide veterinarian-client-patient relationship
Veterinary telemedicine
Veterinary continuity of care

RESULTS OF TRIENNIAL
ELECTION
The triennial election was held on 21 October 2020.
Dr Terry King BVSc MANZCVS and Prof Richard Atwell
BVSc PhD FANZCVS have been duly elected as members
of the Veterinary Surgeons Board of Queensland.
Their appointments will begin after the current members'
terms expire in May 2021
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Q&A
Advice recently provided to veterinarians by the Registry
Q. When a client is seeking a second opinion, who has the right to request a copy of the patient record? Is it the client
or the second opinion veterinarian?
A. The veterinarian can request the patient history record but only with the consent of the client. The veterinarian
should be able to demonstrate they have obtained consent .
Veterinarians may but are not obligated to provide a record directly to a client. Refer to further information at this link
https://www.vsb.qld.gov.au/resources/guidelines/guidelines-practitioners/veterinary-records
Excerpt:
Ownership of patient records
Patient records are the property of the attending veterinarian. Legal precedent indicates that a client does not have a
legal right of access to patient records. A veterinarian has the right to decide whether to provide a copy of patient
records to clients.
A decision by a veterinarian to refuse to provide an animal’s patient record to a client on request by the client – is not
sufficient to justify a complaint to the Veterinary Surgeons Board.
Q. What is the current requirements for the storage and record keeping for pentobarbitone?
A. There is currently no additional record keeping for pentobarbitone as it is scheduled as an S4 drug. The Board
requires pentobarbitone to be stored in a locked cupboard or the S8 safe.
Q. I have been looking at relevant legislation on your site regarding minimum requirements for consent to treatments.
With the increase in teleconsultations and the need to minimise fomites through avoiding pens and paper, I am
wondering what is considered "adequate recording of consent" when it pertains to pet treatment when the owner is not
physically present (and a representative is not present).
An example is- humane euthanasia is to be performed at the veterinary clinic for a geriatric patient with multiple comorbidities. The owner feels that the pet's quality of life is suffering and does not consent to further treatments. I would
like to obtain consent via the telephone for humane euthanasia and cremation of the pet, but would like to minimise the
need for the owner (or a representative) to physically sign the document.
What is the minimum evidence required to consent to such a final and irreversible treatment option? In the past in
emergencies, I have obtained consent via the telephone, and had the client identify themselves and repeat verbal
consent to a nurse at the clinic, but I am unable to find any legislation that covers this issue?
Can you please direct me to the relevant section of the legislation, or provide me with a brief summary of what is
legally acceptable in the board's eyes.
A. The legislation is not prescriptive. Veterinarians have the discretion of managing cases in accordance with their
individual experience, knowledge and skill. The Board has published some guidelines to assist veterinarians with their
obligations in providing veterinary services within the confines of the legislation and to ensure current veterinary
practice standards are met.
With regard to the scenario described, like any treatment/procedure, you would need to be able to demonstrate
informed consent and document accordingly. If there is a situation where a client cannot physically sign a consent
form, there are a range of other methods you can use to obtain evidence of consent. These include things such as
email or SMS. If this is not possible, the reasons and decision making process, should be documented in the patient
history record.
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Q&A
Continued..
Q. Can qualified veterinary nurses/technicians induce anaesthesia under the supervision of a veterinarian?
A. Under section 2A (e) of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1936, administering anaesthetics to animals is specifically
identified as an act of veterinary science which means that only a registered veterinarian can do this.
Under section 25N(1) of the Act, a veterinary surgeon must not allow or direct another person who is not a veterinary
surgeon to practise veterinary science in relation to an animal under the veterinary surgeon’s care.
The Board does recognise the important role veterinary nurses and technicians play in the delivery of veterinary
services however for the purposes of the Act, veterinary nurses and technicians, regardless of their qualifications, are
considered lay persons.
Qualified nurses and technicians do have specific authorities under sections 179B and 265B of the Queensland Health
(Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996 administered by Queensland Health noting that the authority only extends to
‘restricted drugs’ (S4) and S2 or S3 poisons, however there is no specific authority for ‘controlled drugs’ (S8).

Time for a check-up
How are you really doing?
This year more than ever has forced many to reassess their health, work, commitments, relationships, and to
think about how best to move forward.
Finding a balance between your personal life and professional obligations can be difficult. Making time for you
and your mental health is often pushed to the bottom of the priority list when it should be at the top.
Please stay connected with your family, friends and communities and support each other as best you can.
If you’re experiencing any difficulty with navigating through any of life’s many challenges, please seek help
from your GP or:
Lifeline 131 114
Beyond Blue 1300 224 636
AVA Telephone Counselling Service 1300 687 327 (for AVA members, their families and staff)
On behalf of the Board and the Registry, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2021.
Valerie Mustafay
Registrar

Contact us
Phone: 07 3087 8777 (Mon to Fri 9am-5pm
Email - general enquiries: vsbqld@daf.qld.gov.au
Email - registration enquiries: vsbqldregistrations@daf.qld.gov.au

