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HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED
BECOMING A BOARD MEMBER?
The Board is a statutory authority established by the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1936 and has the
sole legislative responsibility for the regulation of veterinary science in Queensland.
The Board consists of six members appointed by the Governor in Council. Two of the Board
members are registered veterinary surgeons elected for appointment by their peers. The
remaining four Board members are nominated for appointment by the Minister, namely:
the chairperson, who must be a senior departmental officer and registered veterinary
surgeon.
the deputy chairperson, who must be a registered veterinary surgeon. The Minister is
empowered to appoint a member as a deputy chairperson. By convention, the deputy
chairperson has been a senior academic.
two other members of whom one must be a registered veterinary surgeon. The other
member has, by convention, been a non-veterinary surgeon appointed to provide a
consumer perspective of acceptable standards of veterinary practice.
What does the Board do?
The Board’s responsibilities include:
the registration of veterinarians and veterinary specialists
the regulation of veterinary premises
the administration of the disciplinary provisions of the Act in respect of professional misconduct by
registrants
the performance of prohibited practices by non-registered persons.
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HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A BOARD MEMBER?
CONTINUED
How often does the Board meet?
Full day Board meetings are routinely held monthly, and additional meetings are held when
needed. Meeting preparation is required which involves reading and preparing for case
discussion.
Out of session communication also occurs between meetings.
Board members also participate in other activities such as premises inspections, presentation
of lectures and information sessions and meetings with stakeholders.
Are Board members paid?
Board members are paid sitting fees see (level 2 Adjudication & Determinations)
Remuneration procedures for part-time Chairs and Members of Queensland Government
Bodies (PDF 808 KB).
Interested?
To register your interest, please join the Queensland Register of Nominees to Government
Boards.

If

you

have

any

questions

about

joining

the

Register

please

email

qron@premiers.qld.gov.au or phone 07 3003 9247.
When a Board position becomes vacant, the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries will
search the register for people with skills to suit the position.
If you are shortlisted, you will be contacted directly by the department.
For further information about the Veterinary Surgeons Board contact the Board Registrar,
Valerie on 07) 3087 8137 or email valerie.mustafay@daf.qld.gov.au

"It has been an honour to serve the public, animals and
veterinarians of Queensland over the past 11 years as
an elected Member of the Veterinary Surgeons Board.
It is a difficult, sometimes depressing, thankless and
very time consuming role but none the less an
important one.
Our profession has exclusivity in many areas of animal
diagnosis and treatment, along with this comes
accountability.
The Veterinary Surgeons Board of Queensland plays an
essential role in the regulation and maintenance of our
profession and animal welfare in our State.
I urge all Queensland registered veterinarians to
consider registering to become a Board Member.
I am available if you have any questions."

P H I L I P

M O S E S

Board Member

2010 - 2021
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KNOW YOUR OBLIGATIONS FOR WRITING S4
AND S8 PRESCRIPTIONS
Under the Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996 (HDPR), veterinary surgeons are
authorised to prescribe (write a prescription authorising a dispenser to dispense) restricted
drugs (Schedule 4) and controlled drugs (Schedule 8).
The Queensland Government through Queensland Health, is finalising the development of a
new medicines and poisons scheme which is expected to commence later in 2021. We will
provide an update on this closer to its commencement; however, until then the following
provides important prescribing information.
To the extent necessary to practise veterinary medicine, a veterinary surgeon is authorised
to prescribe restricted drugs (S4) and controlled drugs (S8) for an animal, if the veterinary
surgeon is reasonably satisfied that an animal they are treating needs a restricted or
controlled drug for a therapeutic use as part of the animal’s veterinary treatment.
Therefore, you must have a bona fide veterinarian-client-patient relationship and the animal
must be under your treatment before you can write a prescription. More information on what
constitutes a bona fide relationship can be found in the Board guidelines for veterinarians.
Before prescribing, administering or supplying a S4 or S8 drug, veterinarians must take all
reasonable steps to establish the therapeutic need of an animal and should document the
clinical justification of that need in the veterinary medical record.
As veterinary surgeons can only dispense or sell a restricted or controlled drug if they are
reasonably satisfied that an animal they are treating needs a restricted or controlled drug
for a therapeutic use as part of the animal’s veterinary treatment, veterinarians cannot “fill”
other veterinarians prescriptions, unless the animal is under their care.
Prescription requirements for restricted drugs (S4)
When writing a prescription for a restricted drug it must comply with the following:
The following particulars must appear on the front of the prescription:
prescriber’s name, professional qualifications and address
date it is made
name and address of the animal’s owner
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KNOW YOUR OBLIGATIONS FOR WRITING S4 AND S8 PRESCRIPTIONS
CONTINUED
description of the restricted drug or the name of the preparation and the quantity or
volume (in figures) of the drug or preparation
adequate directions about the use of the restricted drug
dose to be taken or administered
if the veterinary surgeon intends that the restricted drug be dispensed more than
once – a direction stating the number of times (after the first) the drug may be
dispensed
NB - a veterinary surgeon must not make a repeat prescription for a restricted drug
authorising a dispenser to dispense the drug under the prescription more than twice
(i.e. only one repeat).
if the restricted drug is a regulated restricted drug—‘Approved’.
‘For animal treatment only’.
If the prescriber amends a prescription the prescriber must initial and date the
amendment.

Prescription requirements for controlled drugs (S8)
When writing a prescription for a controlled drug it must comply with the following:
Must not prescribe more than one item, unless each item is for the same controlled drug,
including different forms of the drug.
The following particulars must appear on the front of the prescription:
prescriber’s name, professional qualifications and address
date it is made
name and address of the animal’s owner
description of the controlled drug or the name of the preparation and the quantity or
volume (in words and figures) of the drug or preparation
adequate directions about the use of the controlled drug
dose to be taken or administered and if more than one item is prescribed the dose to
be taken or administered for each item.
if the veterinary surgeon intends that the controlled drug be dispensed more than
once – a direction stating:
the number of times (after the first) the drug may be dispensed; and
the time that must elapse between each dispensing of the drug.
NB - a veterinary surgeon must not make a repeat prescription for a controlled drug
authorising a dispenser to dispense the drug under the prescription more than twice
(i.e. only one repeat).
For animal treatment only’.
All particulars on a paper prescription (other than the prescriber’s name, professional
qualifications and address) must be handwritten, however, a paper prescription may
be generated by a computer if the way the prescription is generated complies with
appendix 4 of the Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996 or in another certified
way.
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KNOW YOUR OBLIGATIONS FOR WRITING S4 AND S8
PRESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
The prescriber must sign a paper prescription.
If the prescriber amends a prescription the prescriber must initial and date the
amendment.
·If a prescription prescribes more than 1 item—
(a) items must be numbered consecutively; and
(b) a line must be ruled under the last item.
·For a computer-generated paper prescription, the computer system must print –
(a) a line or a mark between each item on the prescription form;
(b) the total number of items on the form;
(c) a unique number that allows the prescription and the prescription record for the
person’s animal, for whom it is written to be matched;
(d) the prescriber’s name, professional qualifications and address;
The area below the space for the prescribers signature must be score, hatched or marked in
another way to prevent another item being written on the form below the prescriber’s
signature.
For further details on the requirements for a computer-generated paper see the HDPR
Appendix 4

GUIDELINE FOR INCORPORATING ALTERNATIVE
THERAPIES IN THE VETERINARY TREATMENT OF
PATIENTS
The Board recognises that alternative therapies can play an important role in the care of a
veterinarian’s patient; however, registered veterinary surgeons are required to practice
veterinary science in a way that meets current practice standards, and is in line with their
training qualifications required for registration under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1936.
During a consultation, a veterinarian is required to obtain a thorough history, do a physical
examination, formulate a problem and/problem differential list, and offer clients all
reasonable diagnostic and/or treatment options. These options must include those taught in
the veterinary degree.
Alternative therapies can also be offered as part of this informed consent process, and this
must be documented to comply with guidelines and record-keeping requirements.
Veterinary premises advertising/offering alternative therapies.
The Veterinary Surgeons Board of Queensland can only register premises for the purpose of
performing acts of veterinary science. The legislation and Board is established to protect the
public interest, and if a registered veterinarian is purporting themselves to be a veterinarian
to the public they must practice as described above.
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NEW STANDARDS SAFEGUARDING
LIVESTOCK WELFARE
New mandatory animal welfare standards recently came into effect for cattle, sheep and
livestock at saleyards and depots. The new requirements bring Queensland in line with other
states and territories by applying consistent legislation and enforcement across Australia.
The new standards are based on agreed national standards and guidelines, current scientific
knowledge, recommended industry practice and community expectations. They provide clear
requirements for all people responsible for the care and management of cattle, sheep and
for all livestock handled through saleyards and depots.
New minimum requirements apply for housing, handling, sanitation, nutrition, water,
veterinary care, and protection from extreme weather conditions, as well as other areas.
All people responsible for the care and management of cattle and sheep in Queensland, and
all livestock at saleyards and depots, need to familiarise themselves with the new standards
and ensure they understand what they are required to do.
It is the responsibility of any person in charge of the animal to make sure the compulsory
requirements are met. This includes anyone who is in control of the animals including owners,
transporters, saleyard operators and anyone employed to manage or handle livestock.
More details about the requirements can be found on the Queensland Government website:
Sheep
Cattle
Livestock at saleyards and depots

AUGUST 2021

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR CANINE EHRLICHIOSIS
AND REPORT SUSPECT CASES!
A Queensland dog was recently confirmed to be infected with Ehrlichia canis (E. canis). While
this is the first dog of Queensland origin to be infected with E. canis, the dog had recently
travelled through Northern Territory and Western Australia.
Biosecurity Queensland is working with the private veterinarian that is treating the dog to
ensure the risk of spread is mitigated.
Veterinarians are encouraged to be aware of the clinical signs of ehrlichiosis and the greater
risk posed to travelling dogs, particularly those not on an effective tick preventative.
Dogs travelling to areas where E. canis is known or likely to be active are at-risk of becoming
infected with E. canis if appropriate preventative measures are not taken.
Since May 2020, dogs in northern Western Australia, the Northern Territory and northern
South Australia have been confirmed to have ehrlichiosis. There have also been cases in NSW,
Queensland and Victoria from dogs originating from the Northern Territory. Tasmania has
recently introduced a requirement for dog owners to declare their dogs are tick free before
moving them into the state.
Infection with E. canis is notifiable and reporting of suspect cases is not only a legal
requirement, but critical to help manage the spread of this deadly disease.
The only way to determine if dogs are infected with E. canis is to send appropriate samples to
Queensland’s Biosecurity Sciences Laboratory for diagnostic testing. Laboratory testing at
Biosecurity Sciences Laboratory is fully subsidised for clinically consistent cases. The
submitter needs only cover the cost of sample collection and submission.
More information for veterinarians, including clinical signs of ehrlichiosis, samples to collect,
submission of samples and sample testing is available on Biosecurity Queensland’s website.

If you suspect the presence of this disease in any dog in
Queensland, you must report it to Biosecurity Queensland on
13 25 23 or contact the Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline on
1800 675 888.
More information
More information is available online or by calling Biosecurity
Queensland on 13 25 23.
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Managing Impairment matters
Impairment of a professional is the inability or impending inability to practice according to
accepted standards, as a result of substance use, abuse or dependency (addiction). It is
estimated that approximately 10 to 15% of all healthcare professionals will misuse drugs or
alcohol at some time during their career[1].

OVERVIEW OF THE BOARD'S PREFERRED PROCESS
Where the Board reasonably suspects a veterinarian may be impaired (through notification
or self-disclosure), one option the Board can take is to engage with the veterinarian and
seek a voluntary undertaking to enter into a health program. The alternative process
involves a more formal regulatory pathway through the Queensland Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (QCAT).
The health program will routinely involve the veterinarian's consent to an assessment by a
health committee appointed by the Board.
A consent to obtain medical records will be sought from the veterinarian's general
practitioner and/or other health professional/s involved in the treatment for this
impairment.
On completion of the health assessment, the committee will provide their findings to the
Board and will include recommendations to guide the Board's decisions for developing a
plan for the veterinarian's return to work.
Recommendations may include regular monitoring by a health practitioner and random
drug screening.
A return-to-work plan may include: - working under the supervision of a registered
veterinarian for a period of time, working restricted hours, working in a position approved
by the Board, having restrictions placed on the veterinarian's ability to possess, supply,
administer and handle etc schedule 4 and schedule 8 drugs.
The aim of the process is to ensure the safety of patients by facilitating
the safe return to practice of the veterinarian. For more information,
contact the Registrar on 30878137, valerie.mustafay@daf.qld.gov.au

1 Baldisseri MR. Impaired healthcare professional. Crit Care Med. 2007 Feb;35(2 Suppl):S106-16.
doi:10.1097/01.CCM.0000252918.87746.96. PMID: 17242598.
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THRIVE 2021

NEW VETERINARY CONFERENCE 1ST TO 3RD SEPTEMBER
Thrive 2021 is a virtual conference that is designed to help after-hours emergency veterinary
professionals (vets/nurses/reception teams) tackle the challenges they face in their demanding and
highly stressful niche in veterinary medicine. However, these same challenges are experienced by all
members of the veterinary profession regardless of whether they are in after-hours emergency or not so
there is value for all.
The goal of Thrive 2021 is to help participants develop healthy foundation habits, improved resilience
and wellbeing, which will enable them to thrive and create a more sustainable career for themselves
within the veterinary profession.

Thrive 2021 features, 20 speakers, from around Australia, with 14 main stage
sessions with 6 campfire discussions totaling 15 hours of virtual training.
Topics include:
Wellbeing and self-care assessment
Stress management
Strengths assessment
Energy mastery
Confidence
Imposter syndrome
Value and self-worth

Time management
Teamwork
Managing conflict and aggressive clients
Coping with grief
Sleep
Nutrition
Healthy cooking

https://vimeo.com/580056410
TICKET PRICES

Full-price tickets are $120 per person, however, early-bird discounts are available where
you can save up to 66% off full-price tickets when purchased in bulk, this is so that
entire teams can get access to this great content.

Can't attend live? The conference will be uploaded to an online platform for viewing later.

For more information about the conference and to download the program, visit www.thrivingvet.com.au
InquiRies/questions?:
Email: gpoli@aes.email
Don't miss out on this opportunity!

Gerardo Poli
BVS MVS MANCVS (EMCC)
Animal Emergency Australia
Cert High Performance Coach
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Advice recently provided to veterinarians by the Registry

Q. I'm travelling to Queensland for a
locum position, do I need to register?
A. If you are currently registered in any
Australian jurisdiction, you are deemed
to be registered in Queensland for the
purpose of undertaking locum work. If
you intend on staying in Queensland
longer than your current registration
period, you must register in Queensland
before your interstate registration
expires.

Q. Could you please point me in the
direction of understanding what a
veterinary nurse is and is not able to do
in a veterinary practice?
A. The Board recognises the important
role veterinary nurses and technicians
play in the delivery of veterinary
services however for the purposes of the
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1936, veterinary
nurses and technicians, regardless of
their qualifications, are considered lay
persons.
Nurses are therefore not able to
perform any acts of veterinary science –
these are detailed here Policy (general) |
Queensland Government
(vsb.qld.gov.au) Nurses must only
undertake tasks they are qualified to do
(as taught in their veterinary nurse
course).
Qualified nurses and technicians do
have specific authorities under sections
179B and 265B of the Queensland Health
(Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996
(administered by Queensland Health not
the Board) noting that the authority only
extends to ‘restricted drugs’ (S4) and S2
or S3 poisons. If you require further
clarification about the drugs legislation,
please contact a Queensland Health
Public Health Unit.

Q. Am I able to travel to Queensland to
work if I'm from a declared COVID 19
hotspot? Is the Board able to endorse
that I am an essential worker?
A. The Board is not an agency authorised
to make determinations under COVID-19
Emergency Response Act 2020 and is
therefore not able to endorse persons as
essential workers for travel exemption
applications.
Veterinarians seeking information about
travel exemptions should contact the
13COVID hotline or submit an online
enquiry at
https://www.qld.gov.au/contact-us.

Q. Are veterinarians considered
essential workers? Are there
restrictions on veterinary services
that can be provided during lockdowns?
A. In March 2020, the federal
government announced that it
considers the role of veterinarians
essential to both the agricultural
sector and in protecting companion
animals and our nation's wildlife.
The Board has not placed any
restrictions on veterinary practice; it
has however, published a guide
(which can be found in the April 2020
Newsletter) to assist veterinarians in
deciding what services they can
provide in a safe and compliant way
(based on the government's COVID
19 restrictions and directives).

Guidelines and policies | Veterinary Surgeons Board of
Queensland (vsb.qld.gov.au)
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Housekeeping

Wellness check
?

Are you remembering to make time for you a top priority

,

keeping active and connected with your family

?

Is your email address a
shared email address?

Are you

friends and

Please provide us with an email address that is
individual to you as shared addresses make it
difficult for us to identify you when we send
bulk emails. You can update your details online.

colleagues

,

For tips on strengthening your mental wellbeing

://

https

.

.

.

. /

visit

mentalwellbeing initiatives qld gov au

’

If you re experiencing any difficulty with navigating through any of

’

,

life s many challenges

NOMV

Lifeline

:

Is your workplace a

please seek help from your GP or

(
)
131 114
1300 224 636
Not One More Vet

.

registered premises?

.

www nomv org

Beyond Blue

AVA Telephone Counselling Service

)

1300 687 327 (

,

for AVA members

their families and staff

,

On behalf of the Board and the Registry

.

please stay safe and look

after each other

Valerie Mustafay

Registrar

All veterinary practices
(including house call/mobile
practices) must be approved by the Board
before they can become operational.
Approval must also be obtained for
changing ownership of premises from one
approval holder to another and for
relocating existing approved premises.
Please visit the 'premises' section on the
Board's website for further details.

DID YOU KNOW THAT MOST OF OUR APPLICATION
FORMS CAN NOW BE COMPLETED ONLINE?
You can access the online portal here.

Set a reminder in your calendar!
Your registration will expire on 31 December 2021. The
online renewal form will be active from 1 December 2021.

Contact the Registry:
Phone: 07 3087 8777 (Mon to Fri 9am-4pm
Email - general enquiries: vsbqld@daf.qld.gov.au
Email - registration enquiries: vsbqldregistrations@daf.qld.gov.au
Postal: GPO Box 46, Brisbane QLD 4001

